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The Lerner School has enjoyed an abundance of 

gifts this year. Gifts of time and tireless effort 

from families. Gifts of knowledge and intellect 

from our teachers. Gifts of vision and leadership 

from our Board of Directors. And, of course, 

generous gifts of financial support from fami-

lies throughout the community. We celebrate 

the lasting impact of your gifts on our students, 

our families and our school. We celebrate the 

power of giving.

from immediate
to resonating results
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from the Head of School 

When I first arrived here in 2005, The Lerner School 

had moved past its infancy and was poised to grow 

by leaps and bounds. Over the last three years, by  

building on the vision and hard work of Lerner’s 

founders, we have elevated the school to a new  

standard of education.

As my tenure ends, and I move on to a new phase of 

my life (one that include beaches and kayaks and great 

books), I am proud to leave the Lerner School with a 

highly gifted staff, a robust enrollment, and a clearly 

defined strategic plan.

I am confident that my successor, Bini Silver, will  

continue to lead the Lerner School in our tradition of 

excellence. Please welcome him into our community.

Thank you so much for your support as the Lerner 

School continues to move from strength to strength.

B’shalom, 

Alice Maniloff

Alice Maniloff 
Head of School
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from poised
to positioned

“From the daily t’fillah to year long themes such as ‘Global Awareness,’  
the students at Lerner are guided to be socially responsible and  
ethically thinking citizens within the context and values of Judaism.”

 —Dual Accreditation team, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools  

    & Southern Association of Independent Schools.



Together, with your support and Alice Maniloff’s leadership,  
look what we’ve accomplished:

Solid Academic Foundation
Our rigorous professional development and updated 
curriculum guidelines have helped Lerner students 
achieve excellent standardized test scores as well  
as high acceptance rates into top middle schools  
for our graduates. 

Dual Accreditation
The Lerner School received dual accreditation  
from the Southern Association of Independent 
Schools and the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, and earned special commendations  
for fulfilling our mission of fostering the learning  
of Jewish values.

Early Childhood Pavilion
As part of our long range strategic plan to expand 
our facilities, our new Early Childhood Pavilion 
is nearing completion. It includes new classrooms 
complete with kitchens, a parent lounge, a resource 
room, and administrative offices. 

More Kindergarten Students & Graduates
We opened a second Kindergarten classroom this 
fall, welcoming 15 new students. We also graduated 
the largest class of 5th graders in our history  
(16 students) who went on to join Lerner alumni  
at the private and public schools of their choice.

Expanded Learning Differences Program
Lerner’s elementary teachers received yearlong 
individualized coaching in differentiated instruction. 
Next year, we will add a Reading Specialist to our 
faculty, to enable us to provide essential support  
for a diverse learning community.

Chazak, chazak v’nitchazek: 
Its literal translation is “Be strong, be strong,  
and we will be strengthened.” We rise to 
say this blessing each time we complete 
one of the five books of the Torah. Chazak 
speaks to us as individuals, and the 
second part, - v’nitchazek - refers to our 
collective strength.

From Strength 
to Strength
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from core beliefs
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Beginning with our Preschool:  
a tribute to its founder and director, Renee Price

Lerner’s preschool program opened in 1998 with 31 students under the  

direction of Renee Price. Based on her educational philosophies, experience  

and Jewish values, Renee created a nurturing environment in which  

children’s imaginations are free to roam.

“All preschool activities focus around the concept of “play is a child’s work,” 

Renee explains.  “Every activity is a building block for each level of learning. 

Preschool is the foundation for learning, and the stronger the foundation, the 

more confident children are in their abilities.”

Under Renee’s leadership, the program became a 5-star licensed program, the 

highest certification awarded by the North Carolina Department of Child Care 

and Human Services. In 2006 the program added a third classroom due to  

the large demand for high quality Jewish preschool programs in our area.

For parents, Renee created a sense of community that 

starts in the preschool and continues to grow and deepen 

throughout elementary school. Teachers watch students  

enter as youngsters and emerge seven years later  

as independent and empowered people. One such  

example, Renee recalls, is Zoe Smith. To see how  

Renee’s early introduction to Jewish values can shape 

students, read Zoe’s story on the following page. 

Renee is moving on to a new chapter of her life,  

beyond the walls of the Lerner School. We thank  

Renee for her 10 years of commitment and dedication to 

our school. She has left an outstanding legacy for our youngest students.

Thank you, Renee! 
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to global action

Teaching through  
modeling our behavior

Veshinantam:  Teach them diligently to 
your children. This verse of the Sh’ma 
tells parents and the community to 
teach our children the ways of the  
Torah, and to let our children learn 
from watching us live our lives Jewishly.

From great beginnings comes great work 
alumni spotlight: Zoe Smith

Zoe Smith wants to be the president of Heifer  
International when she grows up. Heifer is a nonprofit 
organization that combats world hunger and poverty 
by donating farm animals to struggling communities in  
developing countries.

“I like animals,” says Zoe Smith, Lerner School 
class of ’08, “Heifer is a special charity because all  
donations go right to the purchase and distribution of 
the animals.”  

Zoe remembers the story from Little Heifer magazine 
about a boy and his goat.  The boy lived in Africa and 
couldn’t go to school because his family had no money.  

When the boy’s family received a goat from Heifer, they earned enough from 
the goat’s products to purchase a tin roof, new clothes and school supplies.  

“I didn’t always like going to school, but once I read the article I  
realized that I am so lucky, and I started to like school much more.”  
Zoe told us.

Zoe started by asking people to make donations to Heifer instead of  
giving her birthday and holiday gifts. But she quickly realized this 
wouldn’t be enough to meet her ambitious goal of raising $5,000.  
So she started beading and selling jewelry.  

By selling jewelry at school, local festivals, church sales, and home shows, 
she was able to raise $5,000 in just three months. She is now working on her 
second donation and has already collected close to $3,000. 

“We can all make a difference in the world,” says Zoe, “that is the motto  
I live by.”



What started as a simple question to the entire school —  

What is Jewish about protecting the environment? — culmi-

nated in what most agree was the biggest event of the 07/08  

school year for Lerner.

This school wide Global Awareness project drew on all aspects 

of both our Judaic and General studies curriculum to help  

students discover their place in the natural world. Students  

reviewed Jewish texts to study the relationship between people  

and nature. They discussed literal interpretations by mankind  

on this matter: the human right to exploit nature. They  

explored the commandments that address how we should treat 

wildlife and protect the environment.

The breadth of the entire general studies curriculum—writing, 

reading, math, science, research, art, music, critical thinking 

and analysis, individual and group work—all came into play 

as students sought practical ways to protect the environment.  

Students then prepared presentations, experiments and theatri-

cal sketches to share their findings for the entire community at 

our Global Awareness Symposium on February 28, 2008.

“It was one of those ‘Ah-Ha’ moments, when everything 

comes together.” recalls one parent in describing the evening.  

“I felt proud to be a part of this community, to experience 

how the school teaches Jewish values. It was very moving,  

educational and entertaining.”

Another parent remembers it this way: “When you see what 

these students are thinking about—saving water, renewing  

resources, changing our energy sources—it leads you to believe 

that we will be leaving this world in very good hands.”
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The Lerner School Global Awareness Project

from the science of nature
to the nature of change



Bal Tashchit & Tikkun Olam: 
Judaism is permeated with environmental 
consciousness. We encourage an aware-
ness of the wonder and connection to all 
creation. The Torah commands us to not 
waste or unnecessarily destroy anything  
of value and to be stewards of all  
inhabitants of the earth.

In Judaism, every 
day is Earth Day

A sampling of our Global Awareness projects

7

Where does water come from?  
Can the earth get any more?

The Kindergarten students first 
tackled this timely issue (water) by 
learning the daily blessing for rain 
that is said until Pesach. Then, by  
creating water vapor, they learned 

about condensation and clouds;  
coming to the conclusion that we  

should not waste water.

Their solution? There were many.  They learned a 
new way to wash their hands. They posted signs 
next to sinks and faucets, teaching others how 
to do the same. They gave demonstrations to the 
older classes. And they even monitored the school’s 
water meter to see if their campaign was working. 
(It was.)

If species become extinct,  
who will miss them?

Second graders gave a heart- 
warming performance revealing  
their findings about extinction. 
Wearing masks they created  
themselves, each second-grader 

‘became’ a species—a butterfly, a 
bird, a bear. In the words of their  

‘animal’, each student explained to us how the 
smallest disturbance in the complex web of their 
habitation affects us all.

Can new technologies save the environment? 
Or will they create new problems?

Dividing into groups, Fourth and  
Fifth Graders researched renew-
able alternative energy resources:  
hydroelectricity, geothermal energy, 
solar power, ethanol, hydrogen  

power, and wind power. Using  
computer design and presentation tools, 

each group led an impressive discussion on the pros 
and cons of each of these potential options for  
saving the planet.
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from generosity
to generations

When is a gift an endowment? How many zeros does it 

take to make a change? What is the power of giving? 

There are no right answers and we celebrate every gift  

we receive. However, when it comes to giving to the  

Lerner School, no one has matched the generosity of 

Martin G. Groder.

The newly created Martin G. Groder Endowment is the  

result of an enormously generous donation by the  

grandfather of two Lerner students, Sophia and  

Natalie Groder.

The late Dr. Groder (Marty to friends and family) was 

a major donor to the school’s Annual Fund, because  

he believed deeply that a strong elementary school  

education is the key to future school success. 

 “I recall Marty’s decision to send this gift to The  

Lerner School,” says his wife, Leslie Meyers.  

“He said that the school was doing wonders for 

his granddaughters and he wanted to show 

his gratitude for that.” 

 As a renowned psychiatrist—with a long  

career of practicing, teaching, publishing 

and speaking throughout the United States— 

Dr. Groder reached tens of thousands throughout 

his celebrated life. Today, through his generous gift 

to the Lerner School, his legacy will continue to reach 

hundreds of children, destined to make a difference in 

tomorrow’s world.

Martin G. Groder

Sophia & Natalie 
Groder
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from obligation
to transformation

The joy of giving. The power of giving more 

than you thought you could afford—and then 

realizing that you’re much richer for it. We 

thank you for the gifts you’ve made to the 

Lerner School over the past year. You have 

helped to move us onward from strength to 

strength. We extend a joyous thank you for 

the generosity of the many families and friends 

listed here.

from generation to generation 
When is a gift an endowment? The Groder  
Endowment is a gift that was set aside at  
the time it was received for the long-term  
benefit of the Lerner School. Dr. Groder’s gift 
joins the Sam Fuchs Scholarship Endowment 
and the Albert and Adeline Gelb Fund of  
the Jewish Community Foundation.

L’dor v’dor



NEDIVIM ($5,000+)
Bertsch Family Foundation
Martin Groder
William Victor & Frances Claire Groder 

Fund of the Triangle Community 
Foundation

Greg & Bryna Rapp*
Fred & Eileen Springer
	 The Fred & Eileen Springer  

Philanthropic Fund of the  
Jewish Community Endowment 
Foundation of Stamford

MANHIGIM ($2,000-$4,999)
Anonymous
Dan & Karen Berman*
Gary & Beth Berman
Nick Bogen & Emily Klein*
Renato & Sherri Cila
Matt Diamond & Sheryl Weiss
Adam & Beth Goldstein*
	 Goldstein Philanthropic Fund of the 

Jewish Community Foundation
Robert & Laura Gutman
	 Gutman Family Foundation  

Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish  
Community Foundation

Mort & Rosalyn Klein*
Sandra Lerner*
David & Carolyn Morris*
Geoffrey & Caitlin Pitt
Chris & Jessica Smith*
Matt & Susan Springer*
Morris Wallack & Sue Egnoto

MEKAYMIM ($1,000-$1,999)
Anonymous (2)
Glen & Jennifer Bachman
Jeff & Anne Derby
Daniel & Helen Egger
Michael Fried & Beth Jonas
Brian & Brenda Ginsberg*
Sam Grossinger &  

Margaret Donnelly*
Etan Gumerman & Julie Harris
Kevin & Michelle Kahn*
Stephen & Lauri Klein*
Jimmy & Sheri Krell*
Jeff Krolik & Michelle Shrott*
Kevin & Ann Leibel 
Howard & Alice Maniloff

Ethan & Emma Rasiel
Barak & Laura Richman
Josh & Jill Rose*
Rick & Rebecca Rosenberg
Pearl Schechter
Gladys Siegel*
Dan & Stephanie Wechsler
Jan Wicks*
David Wohl & Alison Hilton
Harold & Rita Wolfson
Steven & Janice Zacks

TOMCHIM ($500-$99)
Anonymous
Joel & Paula Blank*
Ron Evans & Jodi Bakst
Samuel & Marsha Horowitz*
Chip Hughes & Janis Kupersmidt
Michael James & Patty Wild
Marc Joseph & Betsy Polk*
Daniel Kaplan & Marian Abernathy
Arie & Anita Lewin	
Arnold & Evgenia Litwin-Logan
Michele Pas
Amram & Rosa Rasiel
David & Stephanie Revere
Stanley & Marion Robboy
	 Robboy Associates Philanthropic 

Fund of the Jewish Communal Fund
Rabbi Steven & Sabina Sager*
Rob & Anne Marie Schneider
Charles & Marlene Spritzer
Vincent & Ivy Wingate
Gary & Abby Zarkin

BONIM ($250-$499)
Fred Alpern & Joann Boughman
Mik & Jodi Beetham
Edward & Roxanna Bossen*
Marc & Pam Cohen
James Donally
Jonathan Fischer & Jordana Brown*
Rabbi Michael & Abby Goldman
Malachi Hacohen & Julie Mell
Edward & Sharon Halperin*
Ed Levin & Risa Hiller*
Lee & Elaine Marcus*
Monte McDermed & Diana Hersh
Jonathan & Sean Meltzer
Stephen & Debbie Morris*

Howard Partner & Eliza Brogden
Jeff & Amanda Peppercorn
Noah Pickus & Trudi Abel*
Martin & Barbara Poleski
Harry & Arlene Richman
Cynia Shimm*
Lewis & Judith Siegel
Gabriel & Orit Szulik*
Charlie van der Horst & Laura Svetkey
	 Svetkey - van der Horst Fund of the 

Triangle Community Foundation
Eric Wittle & Tal Lewin-Wittle
David & Aimee Zaas

CHAVERIM ($100-$249)
Anonymous
Chip & Robin Bailin
Lewis & Flicka Bateman
Frederick Behrends*
Steve & Shula Bernard
Christy Brooks
Edward Cantu & Joelle Friedman
Bruce Cohen & Karen Bluestone
Bernard & Arlene Cohen*
Phyllis Dworsky
Eric & Miriam Feldstein
David Fischer & Ina Fuerst
Rabbi Frank & Pat Fischer
Gus Fraser & Jenifer Goldman-Fraser
Gary & Eileen Freed 
Laureen Froimson*
Mike & Deborah Gerhardt
Rafael & Ashlyn Goldberg
Danny Green
Lawrence Greenblatt &  

Cathleen Melton
Aharon & Iris Grossman
Meira Gumerman
Richard Gurlitz & Carey Lang
Mark Hainline & Barbara Gittleman*
Jeff & Elyza Halev
Masha Halpern
Donald & Judith Horowitz
Marilyn James
Simon & Elaine Karpen
Samuel Katz &  

Catherine Wilfert-Katz
David & Susan Klapper
Dick & Lynne Kohn
Sema Lederman
Neal & Donna Lerner
Meyer Liberman &  

Roni Cohen-Liberman*
Greg & Caryn Louie
Lee & Francine Mehler*
Eugene & Carol Orringer
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our donors 2007-2008
Thank you to the Durham-Chapel Hill Jewish 

Federation for its generous allocation of  
$39,000 for financial aid

* Yerusha Society Member



Benson & Francine Pilloff
	 Francine and Benson Pilloff  

Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

T.J. & Ziva Raney
Shashi Rao & Shayela Suvarna
Larry & Nancy Rocamora*
Philip & Carolyn Rogers
Gabe Rosenberg
Lawrence Rosenfeld
Dale & Regina Sander
Roy Schonberg & Cheryl Marcus*
Sidney & Roslyn Schulson
Brian & Nathalie Schwab
Mark & Jennifer Shapiro
Herb & Eunice Shatzman*
Dick & Lois Sobel
Peter & Rhoda Trooboff
Jan Tuchinsky*
Troy & Lindsey Volin
Judith Volin*
Adam & Jodi Wax	
Jonathan Weiler
Dirk & Marlo Wilcox
Marian Wilcox
Robert Wittenstein & Lisa Berlin
Sandra Wohl
Phil & Leigh Zaleon

TORMIM ($50-$99)
Lee & Felice Anspacher
Ricky Baler &  

Gisela Romang de Baler
Bill & Pat Blau*
Jonathan Farber & Nancy Berkman*
Matthew Farrelly & Rachel Royce*
Joel Feinglass & Betty Hilton
Gleb & Stella Finkelstein
George & Paula Sue Fishman
Laura Flicker
Kurt Franzen & Miriam Cohen-Franzen
Toby & Abbey Goldberg

Marc & Silke Groder
Myriam Gumerman
Donald & Janine Hoffman	
Benson & Jennifer Hoffman
Walt & Ruth Hull
Irwin & Deborah Kahn*
Harvey Kellman & Jennifer Lazinsk
Pearl Levine
Shelli Lieberman
Martin & Simone Lipman*
Bob & Susan Montani*
Bernard & Ada Most*
Roger Perilstein & Kathy Bartelmay
Mark & Diane Pozefsky
Hershel & Elizabeth Richman
Ziggy & Michele Rivkin-Fish	
Jerry & Janice Robins
Leonard Rogoff
Edward & Millie Rosenbaum
Jared & Caryn Rosenberg
Margaret Sachs*
David & Carol Sclove
Joseph & Carol Secor
Gloria Silber
Sim Sitkin & Vivian Olkin
Helen Stahl
Michael Stella & Lisa Gordon
Alan & Maxine Stern*
Jon & Debbie Wahl*

OZRIM ($1-$49)
Marshall & Carol Adelstein
Anna Agranovich & Leonid Dzantiev
Dan & Sumedha Ariely
David & Jennifer Asbell
Daniel Assael & Marcia Mandel
Oded & Smadar Aviad
Sidney Axelrod*
Gai & Hagit Ayalon
Igol & Lia Bilik
Rabbi Zalman & Yehudis Bluming
Jack & Lenore Brown

Steve & Sally Brown
Franz & Brenda Burkholder
Bob & Mary Crane
Dan & Nancy Dektar
Alon & Tama Evron
Samuel & Gerda Fillenbaum*
M & A Fisher
Nicole Friedman
Julius & Shirley Goldstein
Molly Grossinger
Bradley Hammer & Audrey Echt
Jimmie & Carol Haynes
Ethan & Victoria Hertz
Jonathan Hess & Beth Posner
Eve Ingber
Nancy Kalow
Sandy Kessler & Sheva Zucker
Florence Krell
Harold & Susan Kudler
Arnold & Annette Levine
Howard & Melanie Levinson
Harold Linder
Ed & Sharon Lunk
Lew Margolis & Linda Frankel*
Larry Marks & Caryn Hertz
Sydney Miller & Krisha Song Parkey
Gary & Judith Monheit
Stanley Nelson
Michael Novey & Alison Dray-Novey
Jeremy & Mim Ochsenbein
Richard & Ina Persia
Peter & Maria Savitsky
Lawrence & Paige Sirota
Elliott & Lori Sogol
Steve & Simone Soltan
Jack & Helen Stevens
Sheila Tayrose*
Asaf & Michal Unna
Margaret Ward
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* Yerusha Society Member

Mimaaser Le’eser:   
‘Eser’ is what you say in Israel to praise  
a generous and special donation; it’s a  
gift in which you have stretched beyond  
the expected ten percent tithe. It means  
moving from giving as an obligation, to  
expanding your generosity for a cause  
you feel passionate about.

From Tithe to Ten!
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2007-2008 Income & Expenses

The careful stewardship of the Lerner School’s budget is an important 

responsibility of the Board of Directors. The school’s Finance Commit-

tee, reporting to the Board, has oversight of all aspects of the budget, 

including long-term strategic financial planning and endowment and 

reserves management.

Since a major goal of the Lerner School is to provide an affordable 

Jewish day school education to each child we accept, tuition was set 

at $9,500 for elementary school and full-day preschool. To further  

promote this goal we awarded $123,000 in financial aid.  $39,000 

of this financial aid was allocated from the Durham Chapel Hill  

Jewish Federation.

Restricted 3%

Income

Tuition & Fees 82%

Miscellaneous 1%

Annual Fund 11%

Federation Financial  
Aid Allocation 2%

Salaries, Taxes, 
and Benefits 73%

Annual Fund 2%

Financial Aid provided by Lerner 5%

Educational 4%

Administration 3%

Recruitment/PR 1%
Capital 1%

Facilities 5%

Financial Aid provided by Federation 2%

Restricted 4%

Gold Sponsors

Carolina Cosmetics

FurnitureLab

Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, 
Mitchell & Jernigan, L.L.P.

Silver Sponsors

Balanced Physical Therapy

Infuzion

Team Jodi

Closet Concept Designs

Catering Works

Optix Eyecare

Masha Halpern

Mulberry Tree Consulting

A Special thank you to our Signature Sponsors

Expense



from giving enough
from the President of the Board

The theme of this year’s report—from strength to strength—represents the 

trajectory Lerner has been on since its inception 13 years ago. Thanks 

to the outstanding efforts by people committed to the success of our 

school, Lerner is now poised to move to new heights of excellence.

Our most important community partner and largest financial supporter 

has been our local Jewish Federation. This year, leaders from the Jewish 

Federation and The Lerner School came together to form the Partner-

ship for a Jewish Center (PJC). The goal of the PJC is to create shared 

facilities that serve the entire community, all ages and interests, and all 

affiliate agencies. We are now more than halfway to reaching our goal 

of $10 million, and have already kicked off the project with the current 

construction of Lerner’s Early Childhood Pavilion.  

Our visibility as a nationally recognized Jewish day school was raised 

once again this year as Lerner was honored by the Partnership for  

Excellence in Jewish Education (PEJE) for our recruitment publications, 

annual report and ad campaign. Our board members were invited to 

make presentations at PEJE’s conference in April about Lerner School 

projects and initiatives.

Your financial support is vital to the realization of Lerner’s potential. In 

fact, 72% of Lerner’s Annual Fund came from donations of over $1,000, 

helping us close the gap between tuition and the cost of a Lerner School 

education. Whatever you can do to help us forge ahead as a school 

community, I urge you to do so.

B’shalom, 

Patty Wild

13

Patty Wild 
President of the Board

to going beyond



The Sandra E. Lerner Jewish Community Day School

1935 West Cornwallis Road, Durham, North Carolina  27705

919.286.5517      www.lernerschool.org

Chazak,
chazak v’nitchazek
from strength to strength

2007-2008 Board of Directors
Patty Wild...................................... President
Chip Bailin..................................... Member-at-Large
Nathan & Rachel Bearman.......... Development
Jodi Beetham................................. Parent Activities Committee
Rabbi Zalman Bluming................ Advisor
Anne Derby.................................... Member-at-Large
Matthew Diamond........................ Religious Practices
Sue Egnoto..................................... Public Relations
Rabbi Jen Feldman....................... Advisor
Rabbi Frank Fischer...................... Advisor
Rabbi John Friedman................... Advisor
Jeff Halev....................................... Policy
Julie Harris ................................... President Elect
Marc Joseph................................... Treasurer
Lauri Klein..................................... Parent Activities Committee
Carolyn Morris.............................. Secretary
Bryna Rapp.................................... Past President
Sabina Sager.................................. Member-at-Large
Rabbi Steven Sager....................... Advisor
Anne Marie Schneider.................. Vice President
Susan Springer.............................. Executive-at-Large
Graham Summerson..................... Facilities
Marla Tuchinsky........................... Member-at-Large
David Sclove.................................. Federation President


