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Update on The Head Search Committee  
 

The Head Search Committee is chaired by Jeff Spinner-Halev.  Jeff was asked to chair the committee 
in light of his in depth knowledge of Lerner and his experience as an active Board and Executive 
Committee member, and member of the last Head Search Committee.  Serving on the committee 
with Jeff are Rachel Sobel Bearman, Michele Rivkin-Fish, Richard Goldberg, Rabbi Jenny Solomon, 
and Barbara Deena.  These committee members were carefully chosen to represent various                    
constituencies within Lerner and different perspectives on Jewish community day school education.   

The process is already underway.  Within the next few days a new link will appear on the Lerner     
website that will link to a page that will include information and updates on the Head Search process 
as it progresses, along with a copy of the Head of School job description.  If you have any further 
questions after the link has been established you may contact Jeff at Jhalev@gmail.com or 357-9181.  

From the Head of School 
 

I want to thank the many parents who have so graciously welcomed me as the Interim Head of School, and to 
assure you that Lerner’s rich educational environment is continuing to thrive.  Our teachers have stepped up 
to ensure that there hasn’t been any change in the experiences and learning environment of the students.  We 
are continuing with the programs that were already in place prior to Bini’s leaving, and there has been no 
change in our educational philosophies or policies.  As we move forward, and build on the successful program 
here at Lerner, I welcome your comments and suggestions.  Please know that my door is open to you, and to 
your children, throughout the school day. 

 

There are many exciting things to report to you this week.  Be sure to ask your children about all the                
movement, noise and excitement this week as we prepared for and celebrated Yom Ha’atzma’ut.  On Tuesday, 
the children moved throughout the building as they participated in various activities commemorating Israel’s 
birthday. While that was going on, the 1st grade students continued preparations for their Artist Presentations 
which will happen tomorrow at 8:30 a.m.  Kindergarten through 5th grade students wrote and practiced                
reciting their poetry for Poetry in Bloom, (be sure to join us the evening of May 4th!), and LD Burris continued 
his work with these same students as they danced and moved throughout the multipurpose room. Meanwhile, 
the Early Childhood students went on a trip to Israel complete with packs, passports, plane tickets, and              
itineraries and enjoyed visiting many well-known sites.  Things will quiet down considerably next week as it is 
testing week for our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students. 

 

Lerner continues to be a place where children are engaged in their learning as they continue in the path of 
being independent thinkers and self-motivated learners. Our strength as an educational institution comes 
from the incredible parent-teacher-student partnership we value so highly here at the Lerner School.               
Thank you again for sharing your children with us. 

- Mary 
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Thanks to everyone who has already signed up for                                               
the Lerner 5K, as runners, walkers and helpers! 

 

We still want you! Race starts at 8am on Sunday May 2. It will be lots of 
fun with great prizes thanks to Bull City Running Co, Balanced Movement 
Studio and our other great sponsors! Please fill out the  registration form, 
available on line or in the office, and join us! This is not only for Lerner 
families! Invite your friends and neighbors! We hope to see you there! 
Questions?  Email Anne Marie at amschneider@mindspring.com. 

"Spotlight on a Donor"  

The Lerner School 5K would like to thank one of it's sponsors                                                                              
"The Cleaning Authority" and Bob Wittenstein! 

 
The Cleaning Authority, locally owned and operated by Bob Wittenstein serves over 550 families in the Triangle 
area.  A dedicated leader in the green home-cleaning industry, here at The Cleaning Authority we are committed 
to protecting your family and the environment—one home cleaning at a time. We use Green Seal Certified® 
house-cleaning products, along with HEPA vacuums and microfiber dusting cloths preferred by the US Dept. of 
Health and Human Services. Our exclusive Detail-Clean Rotation System gives you peace of mind as we give your 
home a deep, detailed cleaning all year long. Affordable. Reliable. Thorough. We work hard to offer you a top 
quality clean at the best possible price. Our cleaning professionals have undergone extensive training and are fully 
bonded and insured so you can count on them to be at your home on the right day with the right supplies. Get 
your FREE house-cleaning estimate today! Satisfaction Guarantee Your satisfaction is very important to us. If you 

YOGA for LERNER 
All proceeds benefit the Financial Assistance Program 

This Saturday April 24, 2010 

1:30 – 3:00 pm 

SyncStudio 

6815-101 Fayetteville Rd., Durham 

Across from Southpoint Mall 
 

If you bought your ticket at the Auction, we’ll see you there! 
 

Want to come?  Want to bring a friend?                             
Space is still available!  

 

 

 

Please send your child to school with a light colored pillowcase for them to paint in                          

Art/Judaic Studies. These pillowcases will be used for our upcoming Tikun Leil Shavuot program on 

the evening of Monday, May 17th. More details to come!  

Thank You! 
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Help a Lerner Alum       
 

Lerner School Alum Elianna Goldstein is collecting gently used children and infant 

clothing/shoes for a group in Haiti for her social action project for her Maccabi experience this            

summer. If you wish to help, please bring your donations to Foley at the front Desk. Thank You. 

    Yom Haôatzmaôut 

 

What a wonderful celebration the students had this past Tuesday for Israel                   
Independence Day!  They rotated through different stations that represented 
places in Israel (such as the Western Wall, Eilat, the Dead Sea, Tel –Aviv and Be’er 
Sheva).  The students learned about Bedouin culture and their hospitality. They 
trained to be soldiers in the IDF and enjoyed a ―beach party‖ in Tel-Aviv.  In             
Karmiel, they participated in a dance festival and at Jerusalem University, they 

challenged their minds with mathematical riddles.  At the Dead Sea the students conducted a sink or float 
science experiment.  The students had passports that were signed at every site they visited.  The culminating 
activity was the best; the students ate falafel, hummus, techina, salad, pickles, french fries and to top it off 
watermelon – a true Israeli meal!  They were entertained by Israeli music to enhance their Israeli dining               
experience.  This event could not have happened without the help of our devoted volunteers. We sincerely 
thank you for your continued support.  - Ofra 

Tick Season 
 

Spring is here and unfortunately with it comes tick season, but that does not keep our 

students from outdoor recess! Therefore we recommend that you frequently                    

check your child for ticks at home. 

Thanks! 

Sunday, April 25th 

Yom Ha’atzma’ut Community Celebration 
 

Monday, April 26th– Friday, April 30th 

ED Testing Week 
 

Monday, April 26th– Friday, April 30th 

Community in Schools Backpack Program Food Drive                                         
Sponsored by the Kindergarten 
 

Sunday, May 2nd   

The Annual Lerner 5K Run 
 

Monday, May 3rdï Friday, May 7th 

Teacher Appreciation Week  
 

Monday, May 4th 

Poetry in Bloom– 6:30 p.m. 

Calendar 



PAC Corner:  
If you walked into the school on Tuesday April 20th with your eyes closed, the smells would have led you to 
believe you were wandering into a falafel factory.  The Yom Ha'atzma’ut cooking team was underway with 
Maya Cotter, the falafel- frying queen and flavor advisor, who ensured we got the Israeli salad and tahini 
dressing just right!  Of course the beautiful salad and watermelon was expertly managed by our "ginsu" slicing 
and dicing team of Stella Finkelstein, Rachel Cohen, Perry Liberty and Nicole Wendelbo.  The fabulous french 
fries were a product of the expert teamwork and close supervision of Julie Anders and Foley Coleman.  Many 
thanks to our shopping crew: Marian Abernathy and Pam Mund.  Elyza Halev held dual roles as event photog-
rapher and afternoon clean up crew!  Kudos to the entire Judaic Studies staff for a delicious, memorable 
event!   
 

More Volunteers Needed for Upcoming May Events!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 

Sunday May 2nd    The Annual Lerner 5K Run:      
Anne Marie Schneider is the coordinator for this event.      
 You can contact her directly at amschneider@mindspring.com 
                                              
May 3rd thru May 7th   Teacher Appreciation Week Schedule:    
Monday May 3rd: Luncheon for the teachers.  
Help start off our teacher’s week with a sit down lunch together!  We need volunteers to help set up/ clean up, 
bring in prepared meals and provide classroom coverage.  Note: meals have to be vegetarian, but do not have 
to be kosher. 

 
Tuesday, May 4th: Flowers for your teachers 
Treat our teachers with a beautiful bouquet!   
Please send in at least 3 or 4 flowers with your children.  This will ensure each teacher will have a bouquet of 
at least a dozen or more flowers to enjoy all week!  Note: Vases will be provided by PAC. 
 

Wednesday May 5th:  Massages for our teachers 
Two professional massage therapists will set up their massage chairs to provide 15 minute massages for each 
teacher!!  
Please consider making a small donation of $1- $5 for this event.  Donations are to be placed in a PAC enve-
lope at the front desk between now and May 5th. 
 
Thursday, May 6th: Breakfast foods and brunch snacks 
Bring in prepared breakfast and brunch foods at morning drop off.  Help set up this beautiful spread in the 
teachers’ lounge.  Help clean up at lunch is also needed. 
 
Friday, May 7th:  Healthy snacks and student cards 
Bring in a variety of healthy snacks at morning drop off.  Help set up the teachers’ lounge. Help clean up at the 
end of the day and store these snacks to be enjoyed later. 
 
Each child is asked to bring in cards for their teachers letting them know how much they're appreciated!!!   
 
 
If you are interested in helping out with the events on Monday May 3rd, Thursday May 6th or 

Friday May 7th, please contact the PAC Co-Chairs, Jill Rose or Edie Kahn to                                                 
receive more specific information.   

 
jillsrose@yahoo.com 

ekahn@nc.rr.com 
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